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witness exponential growth in papers,
articles and research related to '‘ecosystem
services'. In recent years, this concept has
been advanced in policy circles to address
the link between natural ecosystems and
human welfare. In particular, a primary
focus has been on the economic benefits
(in addition to moral and scientific motiva-
tions) derive  from weH
functioning ecosystems.* This has resulted
in a matching proliferation of ecosystem
valuation studies which are aimedthough
not always successfully at groups such as
decisionmakers in government or busi-
ness to basically build the case that invest-
ing in nature really does pay dividends.
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unless it translates into changes in real
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concern, a 2007 RSPiBnded study investi-
gated whether related scientific papers
indeed tell the whole story. Authors were
surveyed to find the extent to which
ecosystem valuation studies included
policy aspects in the design, motivation,
funding and findings of the research
undertaken. More importantly, the survey
aimed to elicit if results were able to
influence a policy or management deci-
sion. Finally, it was asked if any form of
post-study evaluation was carried out. *

Great Fish River Reserve (SA)Wagenin-
CAT 51 EOAOOEOUBO 31Tt
neke Spekreijse invested her MSc thesis
fieldwork in trying to unearth the extent to
which soil properties are linked to vegeta-
tion type. And why do this? The rationale is
that if we can better understand which
thicket (plant and tree) species grow best
in certain soil types then we should be able
(o]} AAOOAO OF AAOOOA
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Subtropical  Thicket

Janneke unearthing some new data on soil type:
gramme (STRP) in devising more effective

Restoration  Pro-

and their correlation to thicket vegetation type.
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Despite the low response rate from au-
thors contacted (41%), the results were
telling z if not predictable. Several respon-
dents were frank about the lack of policy
relevance of their work and a number of
others admitted that an ecosystem ser-
vices argument or valuation was only a
small input into the decisioamaking proc-
ess. On the other hand, some felt that their
valuation work was key to influencing
federal policy design, such as in the case of
371 OOE ' FOEAABO 71 OEE
sense, many authors felt that their results
informed or enlightened the policy debate
AO OiF 1T A 1 AOGAI AU EA
raising awareness and, critically, getting
people to start talking the same language.

Finally, some respondents offered more

humbling responses©O8 x EOE Al

(corrupt) government, no argument makes,_
OAT GGhesh resource valuation studies
are presented in a manner that is meaning-
less to local stakeholders and thus do not
AAREEAOA OEAEO amifidalyl /
CPeople commissioning such studies shoulc
consider in advance how they will use the
results, particularly if the results are not
xEAO OEAU EI PA &I 0856

So what is the solution? A number of
authors gave recommendations such as:
explaining values / results in a context that
E Gmeddingful to local decisiemakers in a
nonthreatening manner [such that] they
will act on this informatiod 6 ) T AA,
seems that determined and extended

strategies when replantmg key species
such as spekboom Rortulacaria afra P. *
Afra). In between keeping a watchful eye
out for black rhino, Janneke took soil
samples over many sites throughout the
Reserve. Her preliminary results indicate
that spekboom was not present in sandy
soils in the area. It was, however, growing
well in soils with macrenutrients Ca, K and
Mg and trace elements Fe, B, Zn, Co, Mn
and Se. It is known that spekboom pro-
motes the storage of high amounts of soil
carbon. Interestingly, the highest organic

8m Selvices Show Is the rng audlence wate

cooperation is needed between scientists
and policy agents or managers which, in
addition to post-assessment review, rarely
happens given that this is often perceived
to go beyond the scope of the study/funds.
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answer our initial question: is the righi
audience watching? Such a thing is very
difficult to measure and can usually only be
answered on a caséy-case basis. But
what we do know is that decisiormakers
are usually most influenced by the weight
of public opinion. And, to date, the general
DOAI EABO O1 AROOOAT AET ¢
services & what it implies remains almost
nonAGEOOAT 08 wAOOE#T111AAOD
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been trying to address that. What started
as a form of outreach inspired by the
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has
now become a fascinating exercise in
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as well as their understanding of what
ecosystem services might mean to us as

society. The ongoing results continue to

intrigue? and will be presented in forth-

coming issues, on eyesdearth.org as well
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* From Fisher et al., in press. Accepted by Ecological Applications. The researcher gratefully acknowledges funding priidieel RSPB (UK) & support by FSD.
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carbon content in soils sampled was found

where there was a high density of all

species (and not just spekboom as may

have been expected). The highest carbon

storage, macronutrients, density & species
composition was found in talleuphorbia

thicket. Naturally, there are numerous

other factors which could be at play here.

Some of these include soil organisms, the

AgOAT O i1 £ OAACOAAAQGEI 16 |
geology and rainfall.
search provides a valuable contribution in
adding another piece to theP.Afrapuzzle.

However, this re-
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Living Knowledge, Living Country

@The-Garma Festival

Nhulunbuy (AU):4 EEO UAAO80 'i11 OEA ! AT OECET Al |, (conservation), education and health.d

- DI OAT OEAIT T U 1 OOOOAIT O O6A&EOI ¢cO6 ET %l Gl & According to CVNI Coordinator Bas Ve® E h
Indigenous cultural exchange eventwas  supported by The Christensen Fund, is OAEOOC OEAADPET ¢ 40AAE
hosted around the topic of Indigenous motivating her to look at broader perspec- alive has implications for present day

Knowledge - Caring for Culture & Country. OEOA AT A ADBPI EAAOET institutions and current policies... The 1 &

&' AOi A6 EO OEA 11 A,tremendous importance to keep tradi ¢ biggest challenge is to recognize the
PAT PI AGO xi OA & O ¢ tional knowledge alive. We should not only  holistic character of TEK and the opportu-
Ol CAOEAOG 8 )T OEA C record TEK but also look at its applicability nities for current initiatives to work to-

Aboriginal Corporation worked together ET )1 AECAT i OO0 2AT CAO
with various organizations to show visitors
how Traditional Ecological Knowledge

(TEK) is a central part of the worldview of

gether and keep culture strong for the
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The display at Garma Festival consisted of
contributions from three Indigenous
Ranger Groups: Dhimurru, Yirralka and

Further information about the Garma
Festival (held during August 2008) includ-

0) 11T0A EO OEAO
the opportunity to work in nature.
I think it helps us to appreciate
ITOA xEAO 1AO0O0Q
-Working for Woodlands employee
speaking with Kim Janssen
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will enable us to identify priority
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-cited by EarthCollective (eds), 2008|

Gloria:Researching as part of the
$00AE -EIEOOOUS
Ecosystems in partnership with
WURLEI, Alterra & PRESENCE

Yolngu people of Northeast Arnhem Land.
The Cultural Values & Nature Initiative
assisted with the coordination of the
AEODPI AU AEIAA AO

work on Traditional Ecological Knowledge.
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Dr. Valerie Boll is currently coordinating
the TEK project. Valerie is a French anthro-
pologist known in the region for her work

Baviaanskloof (SA): Kim Janssen (MSc
student, Wageningen UR) recently pre-
sented her thesis as part of research
completed within the PRESENCE network.
‘The objeciive of her inesis was to perform
a sociocultural valuation assessment on
ecosystem services of subtropical thicket
in the Baviaanskloof & to analyze possible
impacts of restoration cn assessed values.
Kim carried out the valuation based on
indicators of ecosystem services and
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assessment & a rapid participatory rural
appraisal. She focused on two types of
OAI BAOG
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Marthakal as well the local school, the

local indigenous Healing Place and the

Batchelor Institute. The latter facilitated in)
the building of the display shelter as part
of the rangers training curriculum. Bringing
these groups practical and intellectual
contributions, together brought out the

importance of TEK in the areas of country

ing the outcomes of the Forum Lectures
on TEK can be found at th&arma website

Click herefor information about CVNI and
$EEI OOOO xi OEEI ¢ O1 CAOEA

Note: The Dhimurru Rangers will be giving
presentations and performing traditional
ceremony at the IUGWCC in Barcelona.

-tul Trleery

For both farmers and communities, it was
found that there exists considerable
""""" OEA
For the white farmers, there is a strong
sense of place and community having lived
there most of their life . There is apprecia-
tion for the beauty of the area & a love for
walking the land with livestock A similar
sense of attachment exists for the col-
oured communities who have lived there
with friends & family their entire life. In

being safe, quiet and providing clean air,
water & access to culturally valued plants.

9 Questions in 99 seconds with:
Gloria De PaO“taIian MSc student, Wageningen UR)

lications of OGoINg-restaratio
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1. Changes
2. Changes in

in landse rights;
landse activities; and

& x 3. Changes in landse state (a process AOAA 8

AOT T  OAAT OARAAE O xAOA O
The above could potentially mean a loss of

freedom for land-owners to exercise over

their properties (e.g. grazing restrictions).

However, if properly managed, potential

social benefits include: job creation (e.g.

Working for Water); tourism spiroffs; a

TAOOO,

x Al Ipdktibufal, (Bavipansklod iisA Eafuéd f6ri Brvifodment, improved basis for social

reconciliation and opportunities for related
nature education (e.g. skills, training).

OEI Bi OOAT A A §Resfofiation méyave adolsHnplizatibns: 5 Bmailinfo@earthcollective.net for more...
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restoration _in the Baviaanskloof . It is
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"We don't always need money; we
need people. We must believe: we have
a goal and it will come" - Local farmer

sharing his vision for the Baviaanskloof

"We are the ones we're waiting for"
-Hopi Elders (Suzuki & Knudston, 19923 &

"No traffic jams are on the extra mile"

B L

©) 6 EO uhAgadA A’ 56

more important ishow you do itd
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http://www.garma.telstra.com/
http://www.fsd.nl/CVNI/76669
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Results of the waste manage

Baviaanskloof (SA)Waste management is
a major environmental pressure in most
developing countries and South Africa is
no exception. The World Heritage Listed
Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve & western
section currently has no formal waste
management plan or collection service,
and is of increasing concern to residents.
This was the impetus for EarthCollective to
engage internship student Natasha Haider
to conduct a baseline survey for a future
waste management plan for the region.
Lack of collaboration, communication and
responsibility sharing between key parties
has been a significant barrier to date.
Accessibility, capacity and cost of waste
removal are also cited as impediments.
. AOAOEASEO OOOAU 4 Ol

ism to the area is resulting in the accumula-
tion of up to 20 black garbage bags
(average 37) per property per week.
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A selection of Haiku from writer Chris Lynch
currently walking the entire length of Japan.

Night emails arrive
and my PDA flashes:
Fireflies reply.

The road is golden
with raindrops forged in the beams
of morning traffic

What does an earthworm
think about while drying out
on hot bitumen?

Screwing up my face
AO A OAI OAEET ¢ OOI I
AT AOT 806 AiTT1 1A Alx

For more writings, see http://fourcornersofjapan.net

Blueprints

Wageningen (NL): During MarchApril
2008, EarthCollective engaged seven
Wageningen University students to design
a sustainable expansion strategy for the
Working for Woodlands(WfW) Restoration
Nursery based at Kouga Dam, South Africa.
4EA OOOAATI 606
grounds (from Landscape Architecture to
Forest & Nature Conservation) ensured
that their final report provided a fantastic
roadmap for realizing future options such
as (ethno) botanical gardens & the excit-

ing PRESENCE Learning Village concept.which would emphasize

ment baseline study

Waste is generally burned and buried on
private land and this has obvious effects
on air, water and soil quality. Wastes are
frequently found along road sides and in
the streams. Together, this is leading to
harmful effects on human, animal and
overall ecosystem health...and possibly
that of tourist perspectives of the area.
This study shows that majority of the land
owners are willing to participate and pay
for improved waste management options.
In addition, community members are also
xEI 1 ET ¢ O DAOOEAE
waste collection and transport. The study
also looked at the Baviaanskloof Nature
Reserve itself and found that there is
potential for waste recycling through
private environmental
Amongst a wealth of other valuable infor-
mation, Natasha concludes her study with
a number of key recommendations:
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His research gained prominence through
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It has been regarded as scientifically
unsound, controversial, alternative or
OEI PI U ODPI OEOEOAI U

OEA OAOAEAOR $08 %l
the influence of thought and intent on the
crystallization patterns of water crystals
gives reason to reconsider our accepted
ways of doing. The Japanese scientist
recently delivered a number of talks in
South Africa in which he shared his experi-

DAOOEAED/

contractors.O
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- Better communication and collaboration

with stakeholders such as the Baviaans
and Kouga local municipalities, Eastern
Cape Parks and residents in the area;
- Develop a waste database to get an idea
of the composition and quantity of wastes

generated monthly from the Reserve.

- Explore the possibilities of fundraising or

options (e.g. separation bins, compost,

baling machine, bakkie, contracting).

- Facilitate awareness building among
tourists, reserve staff and communitiesd
about better ways for managing waste.

- Develop a formal Integrated Waste

Management Plan (IWMP) which can act
as a guideline for waste related activities &
support tourism growth into the future.

. AOAOGEAEO xi OE EAO
awareness and motivate stakeholders to

OAEA Oi x1 AOOEEDS

at times confronting results. Patterns of
water crystals were shown which had been
exposed to various words, thought, sound
or pictures. The recurring theme is that
xAOAO APDPAAOO OI
%i 1 61 AAOAOEA
i ATEEAOOAOQEI T
Most telling was that crystals appear to

resemble the form of stimuli shown: the

xT OA OAPAOOEAEAGs 1Al
split down the middle; a picture of

OA1 ADEAT 606 AOUOOAIIT EU

ences over the past 15 years. With a dose flower gave a crystal with petals. Positive

audience were exposed to fascinating and

4EA 171 OEA O7A0AOd 4EA

A vision for the Kouga Dam WfV\7'I\|urséry \

However, the plan introduced a second
61 AEOGETT , AGAI & OI
Restoration, Research & Tourise and all
underpinned by an educational theme. A
Rapid Environmental Impact Assessment
was undertaken to assess the sustainability

AE O A O GifpropdsEdthtandl gaiddnd) Bmatidate & |

tourism and, critically, creating a space for
community learning and empowerment.
The idea is that the existing horticultural
plant nursery could expand to include a
unigue community botanical gardens
the cultural,

The initial aim was to design a spatial plan medicinal and traditional use of native
for the nursery area which addresses plant species in the region. The area would
current runoff, drainage & erosion issues. serve as both an education and training

i}:\gféggod Adidur and telling insights, the x1 OAG | &1 1 OA O OEAIE 4

delivers stunning hexagonal crystal forms.
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centre for diverse groups such as school
children, tourists, local communities andE |
scientists.  Visiting students/volunteers
would be accommodated in the existing
small houses but would be encouraged to
give simple presentations about their
research to nursery workers, tourists and
T OEAO OEOEOI 00 Ol
With the right vision and approach, this
concept has the potential to become a
showcase in the Eastern Cape or even
internationally as an innovative hub for
Ecosystem Management & Restoration.
Proposals are currently being drafted to
finance the initiative. Interested parties
can contact: broeck@earthcollective.net
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-Natasha Haide]

_Factsheets, signboards, incentives and
E&dmﬁé éan aff A:{ éésQléter&education

tools and encourage collective ownership

I & OEE@spdnditity 7 ihGidy w&ie SoRRRA 8
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A canvas, an artist and a vision:
Scenarios to grow plants, people & ideas
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About EarthCollectivgl News in a Nutshell Events & Agenda

%AOOE#T 1 IvilidhO Etddelndnd is:  South Africa: Barcelona:
to act as a catalyst for creating, enabling
and facilitating initiatives that restore links
between nature and human wellbeing.
And simply to get: Positive ideas. Happening

PRESENCE & ongoing results from the The IUCN World Conservation Congress
Baviaanskloof study were presented at the (WCC) will be held between 4th- 10th

Thicket Forum & SAWMA conferences. October. All EarthCollective initiatives will

Congrats to our students from late 2007 be represented. eyes4dearth will be giving
EarthCollective has formalised three inter ~who won runner-up prize for their posters. O x | x| OEOETI DO OEI xAAOET «
linking programmes: eyedearth, PRESENCE ' o TAOOOA Al A& O UI O O AAU
and the Cultural Values & Nature Initiative. The Climate Culture initiative was present delivering a session on restoring ecosys-

at the Interfaces Forum to enable atten- OAI OAOOEAAG Ei OEEAEAO

Culiura! Values & Nature Initiative (CVNI): )?]A AO Ql ”.Ell cI>Adoo ET O% appears busier than a Tokyo train schedulk A AE7Z
the restoration o Iving lanascapes. = A B A T OAN R AR I A

CVNI is an action research project which x EOE . A X |’O’E OEl \D‘ I ' ] O’3~A'
#APEOAI 6 AO xAlIl AO OOE

aims to elicit cultural and spiritual percep- Partnering with TerraPi, EarthCollective
tions of nature and the environment and organized 3days of educational activities
integrate them into ec_:osystem manage— Al O X OEOEOEI ¢ 583 South Africa: I 1 A6 8
ment, nature conservation and policy.

chairing numerous other events.

Australia: EarthCollective has convened a meeting

eyesdearth:
CVNI is assisting five Yolngu Rangers from for the PRESENCE platform and other

AUAOBAAOOEST OC EO A Dhimur® itoh &tdnd thé AUTKWOTEh ¢ relevant parties on 30th October to discuss
initiative aimed at creating awareness of Barcelona. The plan is to deliver a series of CUrrent results and future strategies for
the links between nature and our well DPOAOAT OAGET 1 © 067  Ac effectively integrating applied research in
being. eyesdearth combines visuals and A1 6OOAT Ai 1 OAOOAOE] the Baviaanskloof MegReserve. 'E
public participation to stimulate awareness x AUO | AT ACAi A1 66 AO
and lasting preenvironmental behaviour. benefits of working within an Indigenous
Protected Area. The key interest however EarthCollective member Silvia Weel has
for Dhimurru will be to share experiences returned to South Africa to resume her
on the management of sacred sites and role in PRESENCE as gguatial advisor.

Participatory Restoration of Ecosystem - ;
SErvices & Natural Capital, Eastern Capetheir importance to land and sea rights.

PRESENCE functions as a collaborative A note of thanks to Philipp Gaertner, Maria Dieter Van den Broeck & Matthew Zylstra
SouthrNorth platform to  support and Piquer & Andrew Zylstra for their ongoing  will fly to Europe during the month of

catalyse new and existing programs for contributions_to eyes4earth; es eCi?"EtSE October to attend the IUCNWCC and

O AET GOOAAT ET _ ¢ é OEA ngﬁ‘o(? I% r&é%pd;o&gle malp ing. other meetings at various locations.
landscapes to support rural livelihoods.

General:

PRESENCE:

EarthCollective members Bas Verschuuren,




