
The scientific community continues to 

witness exponential growth in papers, 

articles and research related to 'ecosystem 

services'.  In recent years, this concept has 

been advanced in policy circles to address 

the link between natural ecosystems and 

human welfare. In particular, a primary 

focus has been on the economic benefits 

(in addition to moral and scientific motiva-

tions) humans derive from well-

functioning ecosystems.* This has resulted 

in a matching proliferation of ecosystem 

valuation studies which are aimed - though 

not always successfully - at groups such as 

decision-makers in government or busi-

ness to basically build the case that invest-

ing in nature really does pay dividends. 

However, it must be remembered that, in 

ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÏÆ )5#.ȭÓ ,ÕÃÙ %ÍÅÒÔÏÎȟ 

ȰÖÁÌÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÁÎ ÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȟ ÂÕÔ Á 

ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÄȣȱ and ȰÈÁÓ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇ 

unless it translates into changes in real-

×ÏÒÌÄ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅȱȢ To test this 

concern, a 2007 RSPB-funded study investi-

gated whether related  scientific papers 

indeed tell the whole story. Authors were 

surveyed to find the extent to which 

ecosystem valuation studies included 

policy aspects in the design, motivation, 

funding and findings of the research 

undertaken. More importantly, the survey 

aimed to elicit if results were able to 

influence a policy or management deci-

sion. Finally, it was asked if any form of 

post-study evaluation was carried out. * 

Despite the low response rate from au-

thors contacted (41%), the results were 

telling ɀ if not predictable. Several respon-

dents were frank about the lack of policy 

relevance of their work and a number of 

others admitted that an ecosystem ser-

vices argument or valuation was only a 

small input into the decision-making proc-

ess. On the other hand, some felt that their 

valuation work was key to influencing 

federal policy design, such as in the case of 

3ÏÕÔÈ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ 7ÁÔÅÒȢ )Î ÔÈÉÓ 

sense, many authors felt that their results 

informed or enlightened the policy debate 

ÁÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÌÅÖÅÌ ÂÙ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ȬÂÕÉÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÓÅȭȟ 

raising awareness and, critically, getting 

people to start talking the same language.  

Finally, some respondents offered more 

humbling responses: Ȱȣ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÕÎ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ 

(corrupt) government, no argument makes 

ÓÅÎÓÅȱȠ Ȱmost resource valuation studies 

are presented in a manner that is meaning-

less to local  stakeholders and thus do not 

ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÅÆÆÅÃÔȱȠ and finally 

ȰPeople commissioning such studies should 

consider in advance how they will use the 

results, particularly if the results are not 

×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÏÐÅ ÆÏÒȢȱ  

So what is the solution? A number of 

authors gave recommendations such as: 

explaining values / results in a context that 

ÉÓ Ȱmeaningful to local decision-makers in a 

non-threatening manner [such that] they 

will act on this informationȢȱ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÉÔ 

seems that  determined and extended 

cooperation is needed between scientists 

and policy agents or managers which, in 

addition to post-assessment review, rarely 

happens given that this is often perceived 

to go beyond the scope of the study/funds. 

!Ó ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÌÌ ÉÓȟ ÉÔ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÆÕÌÌÙ 

answer our initial question: is the right 

audience watching? Such a thing is very 

difficult to measure and can usually only be 

answered on a case-by-case basis. But 

what we do know is that decision-makers  

are usually most influenced by the weight 

of public opinion. And, to date, the general 

ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÅÃÏÓÙÓÔÅÍ 

services & what it implies remains almost 

non-ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÔȢ %ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ 

ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÈÁÓ 

been trying to address that. What started 

as a form of outreach inspired by the 

Millennium Ecosystem Assessment has 

now become a fascinating exercise in 

ÅÌÉÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ 

as well as their understanding of what 

ecosystem services might mean to us as 

society. The ongoing results continue to 

intrigueɂand will be presented in forth-

coming issues, on eyes4earth.org as well 

ÁÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 7## ÉÎ "ÁÒÃÅÌÏÎÁ ÉÎ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ȬΡΪȢ 

Great Fish River Reserve (SA):  Wagenin-

ÇÅÎ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȭÓ 3ÏÉÌ 1ÕÁÌÉÔÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ *ÁÎȤ

neke  Spekreijse invested her MSc thesis 

fieldwork in trying to unearth the extent to 

which soil properties are linked to vegeta-

tion type. And why do this? The rationale is 

that if we can better understand which 

thicket (plant and tree) species grow best 

in certain soil types then we should be able 

ÔÏ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ȬÏÐÔÉÍÁÌȭ ÁÎÄ 

ȬÌÉÍÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÓȭȢ !ÎÄ ÕÌÔÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ 

Subtropical Thicket Restoration Pro-

gramme (STRP) in devising more effective 

strategies when re-planting key species 

such as spekboom (Portulacaria afraɂP. 

Afra). In between keeping a watchful eye 

out for black rhino, Janneke took soil 

samples  over many sites throughout the 

Reserve. Her preliminary results indicate 

that spekboom was not present in sandy 

soils in the area. It was, however, growing 

well in soils with macro-nutrients Ca, K and 

Mg and trace elements  Fe, B, Zn, Co, Mn 

and Se. It is known that  spekboom pro-

motes the storage of high amounts of soil 

carbon. Interestingly, the highest organic 

carbon content in soils sampled was found 

where there was a high density of all 

species (and not just spekboom as may 

have been expected).  The highest carbon 

storage, macronutrients, density & species 

composition was found in tall euphorbia 

thicket. Naturally, there are numerous 

other factors which could be at play here. 

Some of these include soil organisms, the 

ÅØÔÅÎÔ ÏÆ ȬÄÅÇÒÁÄÁÔÉÏÎȭ ȟ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅȟ  

geology and rainfall. However, this re-

search provides a valuable contribution in 

adding another piece to the P.Afra puzzle. 
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Is he reflecting upon 

ecosystem services? 

Maybe... but unlikely. 

   

Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?Ecosystem Services Show: Is the right audience watching?   

Is it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restorationIs it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restorationIs it down to earth? : Soil, vegetation and restoration   

Janneke unearthing some new data on soil types 

and their correlation to thicket vegetation type. 

TheTheThe 



Nhulunbuy (AU): 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 'ÁÒÍÁ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ 

-  ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌÌÙ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ 

Indigenous cultural exchange eventɂwas 

hosted around the topic of Indigenous 

Knowledge  - Caring for Culture & Country.  

Ȭ'ÁÒÍÁȭ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ 9ÏÌÎÇÕ 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ ÆÏÒ ȬÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ 

ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȭȢ  )Î ÔÈÅ ÓÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ 'ÁÒÍÁȟ $ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕ 

Aboriginal Corporation worked together 

with various organizations to show visitors 

how Traditional Ecological Knowledge 

(TEK) is a central part of the worldview of 

Yolngu people of Northeast Arnhem Land. 

The Cultural Values & Nature Initiative 

assisted with the coordination of the 

ÄÉÓÐÌÁÙ ÁÉÍÅÄ ÁÔ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÉÎÇ $ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕȭÓ 

work on Traditional Ecological Knowledge. 

Dr. Valerie Boll is currently coordinating 

the TEK project. Valerie is a French anthro-

pologist known in the region for her work  

ÏÎ ÔÈÅ !ÂÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ Ȭ'ÁÒËÍÁÎȭ 

ÏÒ ȬÆÒÏÇÓȭ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈȢ (ÅÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ×ÏÒËȟ  

supported by The Christensen Fund, is 

motivating her to look at broader perspec-

ÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 4%+ȟ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÏÆ 

tremendous importance to keep tradi-

tional knowledge alive. We should not only 

record TEK but also look at its applicability 

ÉÎ )ÎÄÉÇÅÎÏÕÓ 2ÁÎÇÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȱȢ 

The display at Garma Festival consisted of 

contributions from three Indigenous 

Ranger Groups: Dhimurru, Yirralka and 

Marthakal as well the local school, the 

local indigenous Healing Place and the 

Batchelor Institute.  The latter facilitated in  

the building of the display shelter as part 

of the rangers training curriculum. Bringing 

these groups practical and intellectual 

contributions, together  brought out the 

importance of TEK in the areas of country 

(conservation), education and health. 

According to CVNI Coordinator Bas Ver-

ÓÃÈÕÕÒÅÎȟ ȰËÅÅÐÉÎÇ 4ÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ 

alive has implications for present day 

institutions and current policies... The 

biggest challenge is to recognize the 

holistic character of TEK and the opportu-

nities for current initiatives to work to-

gether and keep culture strong for the 

ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔ ÏÆ ÂÒÏÁÄÅÒ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ Ǫ ÂÉÏÄÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȢȱ 

Further information about the Garma 

Festival (held during August 2008) includ-

ing the outcomes of the Forum Lectures 

on TEK can be found at the Garma website.   

Click here for information about CVNI and 

$ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ȬÂÏÔÈ ×ÁÙÓȭȢ 

Note: The Dhimurru Rangers will be giving 

presentations and performing traditional 

ceremony at the IUCN-WCC in Barcelona. 

Fitness? Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ×ÅÁË ÐÏÉÎÔȦȱ 

Fears? Ȱ-ÁÎÙ ÆÅÁÒÓɂ )ȭÍ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔȟ 

trying to fight it. I have a fear of being free 

ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ) ×ÁÎÔȦȱ 

Future? Ȱ) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ) ÈÁÄ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÂÕÔ ÁÍ ÎÏ× 

ÒÅÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÒÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÓÏ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÓÅÅȢ ȢȢȱ 

Fieldwork? Ȱ)ÎÔÅÒÖÉÅ×ÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÎÅÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙȢ )ȭÍ 

looking at the economics of water system 

restoration in the Baviaanskloof . It is 

difficult because it is a sensitive issue. But 

)ȭÍ ÁÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÍÙ ÔÏÐÉÃȢȱ 

Food?  Ȱ!ÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ Ó×ÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ ɍÁÌÓÏɎ ÐÉÚÚÁ 

ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÌȦȱ ɍÌÁÕÇÈÓɎ 

Family? ȰΤ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ Σ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ Σ ÃÁÔȱ  

Free-time? Ȱ)Ô ÄÅÐÅÎÄÓȡ !Ô +ÏÕÇÁ $ÁÍȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ 

ÃÏÏËÉÎÇȟ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇȟ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÊÁÍȣ %ÌÓÅȤ

×ÈÅÒÅȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȟ ÍÏÖÉÅÓȟ ÃÌÕÂÓ ÅÔÃȱ 

Favourites? Ȱ!ÎÙ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ) 

ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÂÅÅÎ ÙÅÔȦ &ÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÕÓÉÃ ÆÏÒ ÓÕÒÅ 

ÁÎÄ ɍÒÅÁÄÉÎÇɎ ÂÏÏËÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ 

Facebook? Ȱ9ÅÓȢ  !ÎÄ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÎÏÔ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏÏ 

ÁÄÄÉÃÔÅÄ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔȢ )ÔȭÓ 6ÉÃËÉȭÓ ÆÁÕÌÔȦȱ 

"We don't always need money; we 

need people. We must believe: we have 

a goal and it will come"   - Local farmer 

sharing his vision for the Baviaanskloof 

"We are the ones we're waiting for"       

- Hopi Elders (Suzuki & Knudston, 1992) 

"No traffic jams are on the extra mile" 

Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÌÅÓÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ what you do;            

more important is how you do itȱ 

Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȱ -Emerson 

Living Knowledge, Living Country                                                                                Living Knowledge, Living Country                                                                                Living Knowledge, Living Country                                                                                
@The Garma Festival@The Garma Festival@The Garma Festival   

9 Questions in 99 seconds with:                                 

Gloria De Paoli (Italian MSc student, Wageningen UR) 

Gloria: Researching as part of the 

$ÕÔÃÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙȭÓ 7ÁÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ &ÏÏÄ Ǫ 

Ecosystems in partnership with 

WUR-LEI, Alterra & PRESENCE 

For both farmers and communities, it was 

found that there exists considerable 

ÁÔÔÁÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȭ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȭ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȢ 

For the  white farmers, there is a strong 

sense of place and community having lived 

there most of their life . There is apprecia-

tion  for the beauty of the area & a love for 

walking the land with livestock A similar 

sense of attachment exists for the col-

oured communities  who have lived  there 

with friends & family their entire life. In 

particular, Baviaanskloof is valued for 

being safe, quiet and providing clean air, 

water & access to culturally valued plants. 

Restoration may have various implications: 

1. Changes in land-use rights;                                 

2. Changes in land-use activities; and           

3. Changes in land-use state (a process 

ÆÒÏÍ ȬÄÅÎÕÄÅÄȭ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ȬÒÅÓÔÏÒÅÄȭ ÌÁÎÄɊȢ 

The above could potentially mean a loss of 

freedom for land-owners to exercise over 

their properties (e.g. grazing restrictions). 

However, if properly managed, potential 

social benefits include: job creation (e.g. 

Working for Water); tourism spin-offs; a 

ÒÅÎÅ×ÅÄ ȬÎÕÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÎÁÔÕÒÅȭ ÅÔÈÉÃȠ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÉÅÒ 

environment, improved basis for social 

reconciliation and opportunities for related 

nature education (e.g. skills, training). 

Email info@earthcollective.net for more... 

Baviaanskloof (SA): Kim Janssen (MSc 

student, Wageningen UR) recently pre-

sented her thesis as part of research 

completed within the PRESENCE network. 

The objective of her thesis  was to perform 

a socio-cultural valuation assessment on 

ecosystem services of subtropical thicket 

in the Baviaanskloof & to analyze possible 

impacts of restoration on  assessed values. 

Kim carried out the valuation based on 

indicators of ecosystem services and 

ȬÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ×ÅÌÌÂÅÉÎÇȭȠ Á ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ 

assessment & a rapid participatory rural 

appraisal. She focused on two types of 

ÖÁÌÕÅÓȡ ȬÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÃÅȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ 

Ȱ) ÌÏÖÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÊÏÂ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ 

the opportunity to work in nature. 

I think it helps us to appreciate 

ÍÏÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒȱ 

- Working for Woodlands employee 

speaking with Kim Janssen 

Ȱ3ÅÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓ 

will enable us to identify priority 

ÁÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ Á ÍÏÒÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ×ÁÙ ȱ 

- cited by EarthCollective (eds), 2008 
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'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ Ȭ×ÏÏÌÙȭ ÓÏÃÉÏ'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ Ȭ×ÏÏÌÙȭ ÓÏÃÉÏ'ÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÈÁÎÄÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ Ȭ×ÏÏÌÙȭ ÓÏÃÉÏ---cultural valuescultural valuescultural values   
PRESENCE in the BaviaanskloofPRESENCE in the Baviaanskloofɂɂ  Implications of ongoing restoration research resultsImplications of ongoing restoration research results  

http://www.garma.telstra.com/
http://www.fsd.nl/CVNI/76669


The Baviaanskloof: not a place to wasteThe Baviaanskloof: not a place to wasteThe Baviaanskloof: not a place to waste   

Factsheets, signboards, incentives and 

prompts can all act as useful education 

tools and encourage collective ownership 

& responsibility in finding waste solutions .  

Baviaanskloof (SA): Waste management is 

a major environmental pressure in most 

developing countries and South Africa is 

no exception. The World Heritage Listed 

Baviaanskloof Nature Reserve & western 

section currently has no formal waste 

management plan or collection service,  

and is of increasing concern to residents.  

This was the impetus for EarthCollective to 

engage internship student Natasha Haider 

to conduct a baseline survey for a future 

waste management plan for the region. 

Lack of collaboration, communication  and 

responsibility sharing between key parties  

has been a significant barrier to date.  

Accessibility, capacity and cost of waste 

removal are also cited as impediments. 

.ÁÔÁÓÈÁȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÏÕÒȤ

ism to the area is resulting in the accumula-

tion of up to 20 black garbage bags 

(average 3-7) per property per week. 

Waste is generally burned and buried on 

private land and this has obvious effects  

on air, water and soil quality. Wastes are 

frequently found along road sides and in 

the streams. Together, this is leading to 

harmful effects on human, animal and 

overall ecosystem health...and possibly 

that of tourist perspectives of the area. 

This study shows that majority of the land-

owners are willing to participate and pay 

for improved waste management options. 

In addition, community members are also 

×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÁÓ ȬÃÏÎÔÒÁÃÔÏÒÓȭ ÆÏÒ 

waste collection and transport. The study 

also looked at the Baviaanskloof Nature 

Reserve itself and found that there is 

potential for waste recycling through 

private environmental contractors. 

Amongst a wealth of other valuable infor-

mation, Natasha concludes her study with 

a number of key recommendations:               

- Better communication and collaboration 

with stakeholders such as the Baviaans 

and Kouga local municipalities, Eastern 

Cape Parks and residents in the area;             

- Develop a waste database to get an idea 

of the composition and quantity of wastes 

generated monthly from the Reserve.          

- Explore the possibilities of fundraising  or 

ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÓÅÃÔÏÒ ȬÂÕÙ-ÉÎȭ ÆÏÒ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÉÎÇ 

options (e.g. separation bins, compost, 

baling machine, bakkie, contracting).                           

- Facilitate awareness building among 

tourists, reserve staff and communities 

about better ways for managing waste.            

- Develop a formal Integrated Waste 

Management Plan (IWMP) which can act 

as a guideline for waste related activities & 

support tourism growth into the future.  

.ÁÔÁÓÈÁȭÓ ×ÏÒË ÈÁÓ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÅ 

awareness and motivate stakeholders to 

ÔÁËÅ ȬÏ×ÎÅÒÓÈÉÐȭ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÏ× ÕÒÇÅÎÔ ÉÓÓÕÅȢ   

His research gained prominence through 

ÔÈÅ ÍÏÖÉÅ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÅÅÐ ÄÏ ×Å ËÎÏ×ȩȱ 

It has been regarded as scientifically 

unsound, controversial, alternative or 

ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ȰÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅÌÙ ÍÁÓÔÅÒÆÕÌȱȢ 7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ 

ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÄÉÃÔȟ $ÒȢ %ÍÏÔÏȭÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ 

the influence of thought and intent on the 

crystallization patterns of water crystals 

gives reason to reconsider  our  accepted 

ways of doing. The Japanese scientist 

recently delivered a number of talks in 

South Africa in which he shared his experi-

ences  over the past 15 years.  With a dose 

of good humour and telling insights, the 

audience were exposed to fascinating and 

at times confronting results. Patterns of 

water crystals were shown which had been 

exposed to various words, thought, sound  

or pictures. The recurring theme is that 

×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÓ ÔÏ ȬÒÅÔÁÉÎ ÍÅÍÏÒÙȭ ÏÒ ÁÓ $ÒȢ 

%ÍÏÔÏ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÒÙÓÔÁÌÓ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÕÁÌ 

ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÖÉÂÒÁÔÉÏÎȢȢȢÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȱȢ  

Most telling was that crystals appear to 

resemble the form of stimuli shown: the 

×ÏÒÄ ȰÁÐÁÒÔÈÅÉÄȱ ÍÁÎÉÆÅÓÔÅÄ ÁÓ  Á ÃÒÙÓÔÁÌ 

split down the middle; a picture of 

ȰÅÌÅÐÈÁÎÔȱ ÃÒÙÓÔÁÌÌÉÚÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÍÉÎÉ ÔÒÕÎËȠ Á  

flower gave a crystal with petals. Positive 

×ÏÒÄÓ ɉȰÌÏÖÅ Ǫ ÔÈÁÎËÓȱɊ Ǫ ÃÌÁÓÓÉÃÁÌ ÍÕÓÉÃ  

delivers stunning hexagonal crystal forms. 

A selection of Haiku from writer Chris Lynch 
currently walking the entire length of Japan.  
 

Night emails arrive 

and my PDA flashes: 

Fireflies reply. 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

The road is golden 

with raindrops forged in the beams 

of morning traffic 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

What does an earthworm 

think about while drying out 

on hot bitumen? 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

Screwing up my face 

ÁÔ Á ÓÃÏÒÃÈÉÎÇ ÓÕÍÍÅÒȭÓ ÄÁÙ 

ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÏÌ ÍÅ ÄÏ×Î 
~~~ ~~~ ~~~ 

 

For more writings, see http://fourcornersofjapan.net  

However, the plan introduced a second 

Ȭ!ÍÂÉÔÉÏÎ ,ÅÖÅÌȭ ÔÏ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÔÅ Υ ÓÃÅÎÁÒÉÏÓȡ 

Restoration, Research & Tourismɂ and all 

underpinned by an educational theme.  A 

Rapid Environmental Impact Assessment 

was undertaken to assess the sustainability 

of proposed botanical gardens, small-scale 

tourism and, critically, creating a space for 

community learning and empowerment.   

The idea is that the existing horticultural 

plant nursery could expand to include a 

unique community botanical gardens 

which would emphasize the cultural, 

medicinal and traditional use of native 

plant species in the region. The area would 

serve as both an education and training 

Wageningen (NL): During March-April 

2008, EarthCollective engaged seven 

Wageningen University students to design 

a sustainable expansion strategy for  the 

Working for Woodlands(WfW) Restoration 

Nursery based at Kouga Dam, South Africa. 

4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÄÉÖÅÒÓÅ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÁÒÙ ÂÁÃËȤ

grounds (from Landscape Architecture to 

Forest & Nature Conservation) ensured 

that their final  report provided a fantastic 

roadmap for realizing future options such 

as (ethno-) botanical gardens & the excit-

ing PRESENCE Learning Village concept. 

The initial  aim was to design a spatial plan 

for the nursery area which addresses 

current runoff, drainage & erosion issues. 

centre for diverse groups such as school 

children, tourists, local communities and 

scientists. Visiting students/volunteers 

would be accommodated in the existing 

small houses but would be encouraged to 

give simple presentations about their  

research to nursery workers, tourists and 

ÏÔÈÅÒ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ Ȭ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ 6ÉÌÌÁÇÅȭȢ  

With the right vision and approach, this 

concept has the potential to become  a 

showcase in the Eastern Cape or even 

internationally as an innovative hub for 

Ecosystem Management & Restoration.  

Proposals are currently being drafted to 

finance the initiative. Interested parties 

can contact:  broeck@earthcollective.net 

 

 

Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ 

consciousness;  

7ÁÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÒÒÏÒ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÎÄȱ 

 - Dr. Masaru Emoto  

 Ȱ-ÅÓÓÁÇÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÁÔÅÒȱ ÔÏÕÒȟ 

Plettenberg Bay, 3rd Sept. 2008 
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Results of the waste management baseline studyResults of the waste management baseline study  

A canvas, an artist and a vision:                  

Scenarios to grow plants, people & ideas 

Blueprints : A vision for the Kouga Dam WfW Nursery  

Ȱ)ÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÉÎ 

a way so that visitors [and 

stakeholders] are motivated and 

willing to take action. Accessible 

information about best practices 

for waste management can result in 

ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÐÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ȬÒÅÄÕÃÅȟ 

ÒÅÕÓÅȟ ÒÅÃÙÃÌÅȭ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÓÁÖÉÎÇȢȢȢȱ 

 - Natasha Haider 

More: info@earthcollective.net  

         PoetryPoetryPoetry   

      PiecePiecePiece 

4ÈÅ ÍÏÖÉÅ Ȱ7ÁÔÅÒȡ 4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙȱ ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÒÅÌÅÁÓÅÄ ÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒȢ 3ÅÅ ÈÔÔÐȡȾȾÉÎÔÅÎÔÉÏÎÍÅÄÉÁÉÎÃȢÃÏÍȾ

Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         Revealing Research:                                         

7ÁÙÓ ×Å ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ×ÁÔÅÒȣ7ÁÙÓ ×Å ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ×ÁÔÅÒȣ7ÁÙÓ ×Å ×ÏÒË ×ÉÔÈ ×ÁÔÅÒȣ(whether we know it or not)   
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South Africa:  

PRESENCE & ongoing results from the 

Baviaanskloof study were presented at the  

Thicket Forum & SAWMA conferences. 

Congrats to our students from late 2007 

who won runner-up prize for their posters. 

The Climate Culture initiative was present 

at the Interfaces Forum to enable atten-

ÄÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÉÎÖÅÓÔ ÉÎ Ȭ%ÌÅÍÅÎÔÁÌ %ÑÕÉÔÙȭ  ÁÎÄ ÁÉÄ 

the restoration of living landscapes. 

Partnering with TerraPi,  EarthCollective 

organized 3-days of educational activities 

ÆÏÒ ΣΧ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ 5Ȣ3 ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȭ+ÌÏÏÆȭȢ 

Australia: 

CVNI is assisting five Yolngu Rangers from 

Dhimurru to attend the IUCN-WCC in 

Barcelona. The plan is to deliver a series of 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÏÕÔ $ÈÉÍÕÒÒÕȭÓ 

ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÃÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈ ÏÆ ȰÂÏÔÈ 

×ÁÙÓ ÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ 

benefits of working within an Indigenous 

Protected Area.  The key interest however 

for Dhimurru will be to share experiences 

on the management of sacred sites and 

their importance to land and sea rights. 

A note of thanks to Philipp Gaertner, Maria 

Piquer & Andrew Zylstra for their ongoing 

contributions to eyes4earth; especially to 

Phil for his recent Google mapping. 

%ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ vision statement is:         

to act as a catalyst for creating, enabling 

and facilitating initiatives that restore links 

between nature and human wellbeing.     

And simply to get: Positive ideas. Happening 

EarthCollective has formalised three inter-

linking programmes: eye4earth, PRESENCE 

and the Cultural Values & Nature Initiative. 

Cultural Values & Nature Initiative (CVNI): 

CVNI is an action research project which 

aims to elicit cultural and spiritual percep-

tions of nature and the environment and 

integrate them into ecosystem manage-

ment, nature conservation and policy.     

eyes4earth: 

ÅÙÅÓΦÅÁÒÔÈȢÏÒÇ ÉÓ Á  ȬÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÍÁÒËÅÔÉÎÇȭ 

initiative aimed at creating awareness of 

the links between nature and our well-

being. eyes4earth combines visuals and 

public participation to stimulate awareness 

and lasting pro-environmental behaviour. 

PRESENCE: 

Participatory Restoration of Ecosystem 

SErvices & Natural Capital, Eastern Cape. 

PRESENCE functions as a collaborative 

South-North platform to  support and 

catalyse new and existing programs for 

ȬÍÁÉÎÓÔÒÅÁÍÉÎÇȭ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÔÏÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ 

landscapes to support rural livelihoods. 

Barcelona:  

The IUCN World Conservation Congress 

(WCC) will be held between 4th - 10th 

October.  All EarthCollective initiatives will 

be represented. eyes4earth will be giving 

Ô×Ï ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓ ÓÈÏ×ÃÁÓÉÎÇ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ 

ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÄÏ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏÄÁÙȩȱȠ 02%3%.#% ÉÓ 

delivering a session on restoring ecosys-

ÔÅÍ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÃËÅÔ ÁÎÄ #6.)ȭÓ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ 

appears busier than a Tokyo train schedule 

×ÉÔÈ Á ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÏÎ Ȱ3ÁÖÉÎÇ 3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 

#ÁÐÉÔÁÌȱ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÉÎÇȾÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȾ

chairing numerous other events.   

South Africa: 

EarthCollective has convened a meeting 

for the PRESENCE platform and other  

relevant parties on 30th October to discuss 

current results and future strategies for 

effectively integrating applied research in 

the Baviaanskloof Mega-Reserve. 

General: 

EarthCollective member Silvia Weel has 

returned to South Africa to resume her 

role in PRESENCE as geo-spatial advisor.  

EarthCollective members Bas Verschuuren, 

Dieter Van den Broeck & Matthew Zylstra  

will fly to Europe during the month of 

October to attend the IUCN-WCC and 

other meetings at various locations. 

About EarthCollective 

%ÁÒÔÈ#ÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȭÓ 3ÅÁÓÏÎÁÌ 3ÕÐÐÌÅÍÅÎÔ .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÓ ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÏÕÒ 

times per year on a seasonal basis. Your inclusion on this mailing list 

is either because you are associated with EarthCollective activities, 

have previously expressed interest in our work, or you know 

someone in the EarthCollective network. However, should you no 

longer wish to receive this newsletter or related updates, email:  

ȬÕÎÓÕÂÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȭ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏͽÅÁÒÔÈÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅȢÎÅÔȢ      !ÎÙ ÏÔÈÅÒ 

feedback, comments, ideas for future news stories or newsletter 

subscriptions can also be mailed to: info@earthcollective.net  

 

From the Collective Field:From the Collective Field:From the Collective Field:   

A selection of photos from recent happenings 

News in a Nutshell Events & Agenda 

 

 

ȰÅÃÏ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÅÇÏȱ 


